Work Session Shinnston City Council

City Of Shinnston, West Virginia

February 27, 2023
The Work Session of the Shinnston City Council was called to order at 7:28 P.M. in City Council Chambers on Monday, February 27, 2023 by Mayor Rodney Strait. Mayor Rodney Strait, Vice-Mayor Mary Ann Ferris, Councilpersons Amanda Sayers, Julia Currey, Max Palmer, Patrick Kovalck, and Bill Watson were present. Also present were City Manager Chad Edwards, Executive assistant Tori Drainer, and City Clerk Kathleen Panek.

It was ascertained that a quorum was present.
Petition of Citizens:
There were no Petitions of Citizens.
Executive Reports:
Mayor Strait reported he had attended the ribbon cutting at the Ellis restaurant.

City Manager Edwards reported on the Water, Sewer, and Police Departments. 

The flusher is down again. The vacuum side has come apart. We can still flush, but we cannot vacuum. Bruce McDaniel is going to evaluate our water, sewer, and public works departments to make suggestions on how to work more efficiently.

Fairmont State College has Chief Jon Harbert teaching a class once a week on canine training and officer safety.

Parking On Pike Street:

We met with local officials from the DOH to discuss how we can correct the recently closed parking spots at the green space. We have a few different options which the officials approved. We plan to have it completed in time for the St Patrick’s Day Parade.

We had a safety training this past Friday courtesy of our insurance carrier. 

The West Virginia State Auditor’s office will be conducting an audit beginning 03/06/23 (next Monday). We are preparing everything they need to get started. 

We will be meeting via Zoom with Fergusson to begin testing the online program for people to access information on their bills through the internet. 

The condemnation process started on the burnt house on Charles Street. We hope to have it down by late-March, early-April. 

There was a ZOOM presentation with Spenser Framden on the ap TEXTMYGOV, a communication tool for the City. Citizens will be able to text on the phone number of the ap to say what the question is or report an issue (such as pay my bill or report a pothole) and it would be sent to the proper person/department. Councilperson Sayers asked the cost of this. The reply was $3500 annually. The City will be able to send messages to all the citizens or categorize to particular areas or issues.
City Manager Edwards said he will e-mail the Policy for Current and Future Councils to the Council members to study. He said we operate under the Rules of the Senate which is Jefferson’s Rules.
There was a discussion of the proposed new Municipal Complex concept. There was discussion of what the City Administration/Council section will require.
City Manager told Council he sent a list of Projects for 2023-2024 requested by Council members in a form to show timeline/completed, etc. for Council to see and make suggestions.

Work Session ended at 8:16 PM.
________________________________________

Kathleen Panek, City Clerk

Date Accepted by Council: 3-13-2023
_________________________________________

Rodney Strait, Mayor

