Work Session Shinnston City Council

City Of Shinnston, West Virginia

January 30, 2023, 2023
The Work Session of the Shinnston City Council was called to order at 7:00 P.M. in City Council Chambers on Monday, January 30, 2023 by Mayor Rodney Strait. Mayor Rodney Strait, Vice-Mayor Mary Ann Ferris, Councilpersons Julia Currey, Max Palmer, Patrick Kovalck, and Bill Watson were present. Councilperson Amanda Sayers was absent. Also present were City Manager Chad Edwards and City Clerk Kathleen Panek.

Mayor Strait led the Pledge of Allegiance. Vice-Mayor Ferris gave the invocation. 

It was ascertained that a quorum was present.
Petition of Citizens: Joe Roberts of 1201 E Pike Street, Shinnston said he has goals also. The sidewalks promised for 5 years have not been done, properties need cleaned up, clean up the dump on West Side, do something about the Abruzzino mansion, go through the processes when doing something. Council has refused to allow me to ask questions.
Executive Reports:

Mayor Strait reported he and City Manager Edwards attended the Bridgeport informational meeting held by Governor Justice to present his Tax Plan. Mayor Strait then gave the Council an overview of that Tax Plan as explained by the Governor.
City Manager Edwards reported there is a rod or something stuck in the main sewer line on East Pike Street causing backups. The Sanitary Board will meet on February 2. We have hired a new Building Inspector. His name is Duane Vincent. He starts next week and will be doing landlord inspections and Fire Inspections. We have a Board of Appeals. He also reported he had met with Ferguson and we are under Budget on the meter project. We are getting all the readings on Saltwell Road and we have 80 meters still to be installed on the project. We will be releasing the App soon for people to download to watch their water usage.
We are working on the 2023-2024 Budget and nee to have a meeting of the Finance Committee in February to work on the Budget. Councilperson Sayers will replace Vice-Mayor Ferris on the Finance Committee. There will be a St Patrick’s Day Parade March 17 at 6:00 PM. It will also be honoring First Responders and winter sports. There will be a Pipes & Drum Corps and Ingra’s Dance Studio will have Irish dancers.

Leslie is pricing a new electronic sign. Our banners and signs will be made by students at Lincoln High School. We are getting a dog grooming business and also a consulting business.

Council gave City Manager Edwards goals they would like to accomplish in the next fiscal year.

Councilperson Kovalck informed Council City Manager Edwards had texted Shinnston was awarded $112,000 for demolition by the Legislature. 
.

Council congratulated City Manager Edwards on his City Manager Certification.
City Manager Edwards will contact other City Managers regarding their Councilperson conduct policies.
Richard Gaines of Stantec, the City’s engineering firm, discussed the Hutchinson Project with Council regarding what they currently have and what we will need to do or replace. We need to do a survey of those resident as to what kind of waterlines they have currently. He was asked if there are any complaints to ascertain if the lines are the correct sizes and responded, none that he is aware of at this time.

Council went into Executive Session for reasons of Legal.
The meeting ended at 9:00 PM,
________________________________________

Kathleen Panek, City Clerk

Date Accepted by Council: 2-15-2023
_________________________________________

Rodney Strait, Mayor

