Regular City Council Meeting

City Of Shinnston, West Virginia

July 10, 2023 
City Council Chambers
7:00 PM
The Regular Meeting of the Shinnston City Council was called to order at 7:00 P.M. in City Council Chambers on Monday, July 10, 2023 by Mayor Rodney Strait. Mayor Rodney Strait, Vice-Mayor Mary Ann Ferris, Councilpersons Amanda Sayers, Max Palmer, Patrick Kovalck, and Bill Watson were present. Councilperson Julia Currey was absent. Also present were City Manager Chad Edwards and City Clerk Kathleen Panek.

Mayor Strait led the Pledge of Allegiance. Vice-Mayor Ferris gave the invocation.

It was ascertained that a quorum was present.

Councilperson Kovalck moved to approve the Regular Meeting June 12, 2023; 
Special Meeting June 26, 2023; Work Session June 26, 2023 with corrections. Vice-Mayor Ferris seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Executive Reports: 

Mayor Strait stated he attended the Independence Celebration Shinnston Community Band Concert. He attended the Lions Club meeting to thank the Lions Club for the American Flag-lined Pike Street during patriotic events.
City Manager Edwards reported on the Water, Public Works, Safety meetings, and Police Departments. We hired a new Assistant Chief, Rob Talkington. We had a 7% water loss – hydrants were flushed. We are waiting for the Audit Reports. There was a problem with bad communications and the discussions of changes to eliminate that in the future have been made. The Nixon Hollow waterline will be on the August Agenda.
Committee Reports – there were none. 

City Manager Edwards went over the Excess Levy Fund and the Coal Severance Fund.

Councilperson Kovalck moved to approve the Excess Levy Fund. Vice-Mayor Ferris seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Vice-Mayor Ferris moved to approve the Coal Severance Fund. Councilperson Kovalck seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.
Board Appointments were made at the June Meeting.

City Manager Edwards stated we have the demolition order, right of entry, but SHPPO has to sign off to get the DEP money. There was a discussion of demolition requirements.

The St. Ann’s Proclamation will be done in the Work session.

Harrison County Assessor Rocky Romano addressed Council on HB 2526 that passed in the Legislature in 2022-2023. #1: it provided for an income tax cut and that has been done. #2: it provided a vehicle tax rebate. He was here to inform Council and the citizens of Shinnston to pay a Half-year Personal Property ax Bill rather than a Full year in order to receive the tax rebate. The rebate is on tax paid in 2024, therefore if a full year is paid in 2023, there is no rebate. Do not pay the second half prior to January 1, 2024. Veterans will get rebate on their primary residence. Small businesses with $1 million or less in revenue should pay 50% of their taxes in 2023 and the other 50% after January 1, 2024 which will provide a tax credit on the second 50%.
Petition of Citizens: 
Phillip Write of 725 Nixon Hollow Road, Bridgeport and Paul Lambert of 788 Nixon Hollow Road, Bridgeport addressed Council to remind of the Nixon Hollow waterline being offered to sell to the City of Shinnston to take over rather than installing new waterlines. They are here to answer any questions Council may have.
Joyce Miker of 2059 Hood Avenue, Shinnston is petitioning Council for an indoor pool complex. She stated there are problems with the opening time for the current pool. She is asking for help with an indoor pool and stated Shinnston should have  the 12 Days of Shinnston Festival.
Vice-Mayor Ferris moved to adjourn. Councilperson Palmer seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.
Meeting adjourned at 8:03 PM.
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Kathleen Panek, City Clerk

Date Accepted by Council: 9-11-2023
_________________________________________

Rodney Strait, Mayor

