Regular City Council Meeting

City Of Shinnston, West Virginia

March 13 2023 
City Council Chambers
7:00 PM
The Regular Meeting of the Shinnston City Council was called to order at 7:00 P.M. in City Council Chambers on Monday, March 8, 2023 by Mayor Rodney Strait. Mayor Rodney Strait, Vice-Mayor Mary Ann Ferris, Councilpersons Julia Currey, Max Palmer, Patrick Kovalck, and Bill Watson were present. Councilperson Amanda Sayers was absent. Also present were City Manager Chad Edwards, Executive Assistant Tori Drainer, and City Clerk Kathleen Panek.

Mayor Strait led the Pledge of Allegiance. Vice-Mayor Ferris gave the invocation.

It was ascertained that a quorum was present.

Petition of Citizens: There were no petitions.
Councilperson Kovalck moved to approve the Minutes of the Regular Meeting 2-15-2023; Special Meeting 2-27-2023; Work Session 2-17-2023. Vice-Mayor Ferris seconded. Votes polled: Palmer – Yes; Watson – Yes; Strait – Yes; Ferris – Yes;  Kovalck –Yes; Currey – Yes. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Executive Reports:

Mayor Strait reported: On the 3/2/2023 I attended the county commission meeting of the Mayors and city managers.  Attending were town and city of Lumberport, Salem, Clarksburg, Stonewood, Lost Creek, and Bridgeport. County Commissioner Susan Thomas and Laura Pysz. Everyone stated projects and problems they had in their cities. The water system problems were common to everyone. A county fee was discussed in the meeting. The county has two grant writers that can be used by anyone in the county. The issue of demolition of buildings was also discussed. One idea was for everyone in the county to bid together with one contractor to see if we could get a better price. Chad Edwards, Tori Drainer and myself met with the Hutchison Water board about helping them run the system. In the meeting the city of Shinnston offered to take over the reading of meters, billing the customers, collecting the money for system. The money for Hutchison water system would be kept in a separate account from the City of Shinnston account. The Hutchison water system would do all repair work and test the water. It was decided that a period of six months would be used to see how this would work out and also find any problems that arise. The water committee for Hutchinson would meet and make the necessary motions to put this in place. They also would be working to put AMR meters in the system. The Land Bank has been given an outline of what the duties are and Julia Currey is to be in charge of setting the Land Bank up and report back to council. The St Patrick day parade will be 3/17/2023 at 6:00. Bagpipe players and Irish dancers will be in the parade.
City Manager Report:
City Manager Edwards reported on the Water System, the Sewer System, and Public Works. There were 4 water leaks. All the AMR meters are installed. We are working on the App. We did snow plowing and cinders. Reported on the Police Department.
The parking lot situation has been looked at. Council and the City Manager discussed what would be done. City Manager Edwards stated once the permit comes in from the DOH we will proceed.

There was a discussion of potholes on the State roads and getting them fixed.

Councilperson Watson moved to proceed with the TEXTMYGOV program. Councilperson Palmer seconded. Vote poll: Palmer – Yes; Watson – Yes; Strait – Yes; Ferris – Yes; Kovalck – Yes; Currey – Yes. Motion passed by unanimous vote.
After discussion of what would be the responsibility of each partner regarding the Hutchison PSD, including each Hutchinson customer will be charged a $2.50 administration fee, water bills will be paid to the City of Shinnston into the Escrow account, Shinnston will install the AMR meters, Marion County will complete the maintenance agreed to with Hutchison, and Hutchinson PSD will be responsible for maintenance of the system while they reassemble their Board.
Councilperson Kovalck moved to authorize City Manager Edwards to enter into a Memorandum of Understanding for a 6-month agreement for operation of the Hutchinson Water System with the Hutchinson PSD. Noting by poll: Palmer – Yes; Watson – Yes; Strait – Yes; Ferris – Yes; Kovalck – Yes; Currey – Yes. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Councilperson Kovalck moved to adjourn. Councilperson Currey seconded. Note poll: Palmer – Yes; Watson – Yes; Strait – Yes; Ferris – Yes; Kovalck – Yes; Currey – Yes. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Meeting adjourned at 7:40 PM.
________________________________________

Kathleen Panek, City Clerk

Date Accepted by Council:

_________________________________________

Rodney Strait, Mayor

