Regular City Council Meeting

City Of Shinnston, West Virginia

February 15, 2023 
City Council Chambers
7:00 PM
The Regular Meeting of the Shinnston City Council was called to order at 7:00 P.M. in City Council Chambers on Wednesday, February 15. 2023 due to Municipal League Conference by Mayor Rodney Strait. Mayor Rodney Strait, Councilpersons Amanda Sayers, Julia Currey, Max Palmer, Patrick Kovalck, and Bill Watson were present. Vice-Mayor Mary Ann Ferris was absent.  Also present were City Manager Chad Edwards, Executive Assistant Tori Drainer, and City Clerk Kathleen Panek.

Mayor Strait led the Pledge of Allegiance. Vice-Mayor Ferris gave the invocation.

It was ascertained that a quorum was present.

Petition of Citizens: 
Howard Smith of 301 Pike Street, Shinnston spoke to Council about the closure of the parking area on Pike Street at the Greenspace. He stated we need to work on the solution, not creating problems. He suggests creating an exit for the parking area onto Main street. He offered to contribute $1000 toward the blacktop solution.
Joe Roberts of 1201 E Pike Street, Shinnston said the Police were running their dog in the Park while he was walking his dog. Their dog scared his dog and his dog growled. The Police should not walk their dog in the Park. He said he is being harassed.

Councilperson Kovalck moved to accept the Minutes of Regular Session 1-09-2023; Work Session 1-30-2023 as presented. Councilperson Watson seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.
Executive Reports:
Mayor Strait reported he spent the last 3 days in Charleston with the Municipal League with City Manager Edwards, Executive Assistant Tori Drainer, Councilperson Julia Currey, and City Clerk Kathleen Panek. We visited our Legislators, Senators Ben Queen and Patrick Martin, and Delegate Clay Riley telling them about our sewer project and the Bills we are against. There is a Bill to add a .5% tax for Fire and EMS . Ben Queen is for this and thinks it will pass. The workshops held by the Municipal League on Funding, Stress Relief, and Ethics were informative.

City Manager Edwards stated he accepts responsibility for the closing of the parking area and the City will come up with a solution.

He stated the Finance Report is in the Packets but some figures need fixed.

The Mayor stated the complaint about cinders got back to the Power Plant and we may no longer get free cinders. Next winter, we may have to pay for winter street safety.
Councilperson Currey said she has never been anywhere where people complained about things so much that it caused problems and financial stress on the City. It is a small group of people that are causing the problems. People – get it together.
Councilperson Kovalck moved to Table the goals. Councilperson Currey seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Councilperson Watson moved to Table the Budget Adjustments Councilperson Sayers seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Councilperson Kovalck moved to approve the Ordinance to abandon the unimproved alley on Norma Street. Councilperson Watson seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Councilperson Watson moved to approve the Ordinance to abandon the unimproved alley on Moore Street. Councilperson Kovalck seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

City Manager Edwards stated there was conversation with Senator Ben Queen to create legislation to revert unimproved alleys to the land owners.
Mayor Strait told Council we operate under the Rules of the Senate which are called the Jefferson Rules of Order. Councilperson Kovalck moved to Table Rules and Policies. Councilperson Currey seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

City Manager Edwards stated the Sanitary Board will be meeting and will get the qualifications for the Sewer Project.

Councilperson Kovalck moved to go into Executive Session for reason of property. Councilperson Currey seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Councilperson Max Palmer moved to return to Regular Session. Sounsilperson Sayers seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Councilperson Max Palmer moved to adjourn. Councilperson Sayers seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Meeting adjourned at 8:10 PM.

________________________________________

Kathleen Panek, City Clerk

Date Accepted by Council: 3-13-2023
_________________________________________

Rodney Strait, Mayor

