Regular City Council Meeting

City Of Shinnston, West Virginia

January 9, 2023 
City Council Chambers
7:00 PM
The Regular Meeting of the Shinnston City Council was called to order at 7:00 P.M. in City Council Chambers on Monday, January 9, 2023 by Mayor Rodney Strait. Mayor Rodney Strait, Vice-Mayor Mary Ann Ferris, Councilpersons Amanda Sayers, Max Palmer, Patrick Kovalck, and Bill Watson (via phone) were present. Councilperson Julia Currey was absent. Also present were City Manager Chad Edwards, Executive Assistant Tori Drainer, and City Clerk Kathleen Panek.

Mayor Strait led the Pledge of Allegiance. Vice-Mayor Ferris gave the invocation.

It was ascertained that a quorum was present.

Petition of Citizens: There were no Petitions of Citizens.
Steve Strait of Modern Woodmen read a letter from Modern Woodmen President Kenny Massey recognizing David and Debbie Harbert as Hometown Heroes. Modern Woodmen donates $100 to the charity of their choice with this award and the Harberts chose Honor Flight as the recipient.
Steven Strait then presented a check from Modern Woodmen to the Shinnston Park Board for a pavilion. Receiving the check were David Harbert and Walter Post of the Shinnston Park Board and Mayor Strait.

Mayor Strait read a Proclamation honoring the Lincoln High School Cheerleaders for their win as State Cheerleading Champions.

Vice-Mayor Ferris moved to accept the Minutes of Regular Session 12-12-2022 with corrections. Councilperson Kovalck seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.
Executive reports: Mayor:

Mayor Strait reported he attended the swearing in of State Senator Ben Queen.

City Manager:

City Manager Edwards reported on the Water Plant. He also reported on the Sewer Plant, Police Department, and Administration.  He stated Scott Aldridge is stepping down. We have a paid intern at the Water Plant from Lincoln High School. His hours will accumulate toward his license. City Manager Edwards said he is going to locate a generator service to be on their First Response List. Mayor Strait said Marion County may have a generator. He also reported Public Works installed some backflows on some meters, repaired 2 leaks, and the street sweeper has been sweeping streets.
Tomorrow he will be in Charleston with the Municipal League with the Legislators. We are in the black. Attorney Simmerman may be filing a lawsuit against NAJ.

Mayor Strait read the Lease Agreement Resolution to lease a truck. Vice-Mayor Ferris moved to accept the Lease Agreement with the word lease to own inserted. Councilperson Kovalck seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Mayor Strait read the Ordinance Abandoning the untitled alley on the Assessor’s Map between Lots 30 and 31 on Norma Lane. Vice-Mayor Ferris moved to accept on First Reading. Councilperson Kovalck seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote. A Public Hearing was set for January 30 followed by a Special Meeting prior to the Work Session.
Mayor Strait read the Ordinance Abandoning the extension alley on Moore Street. Vice-Mayor Ferris moved to accept on First Reading. Councilperson Sayers seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote. A Public Hearing was set for January 30 followed by a Special Meeting prior to the Work Session.

City Manager Edwards state that by law, Shinnston must have a representative on the Harrison County Development Authority. We need to submit names for appointment to the Harrison County Development Authority. Vice-Mayor Ferris moved to submit Chad Edwards, Pat Kovalck, and Amanda Sayers for consideration for appointment. Councilperson Max Palmer seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

There was discussion on the displaying of house numbers to be visible from the street. We currently have an Ordinance stating house numbers must be at least 6-inches high. It needs to be enforced. 
Vice-Mayor Mary Ann Ferris moved to go into Executive Session for Legal reasons. Councilperson Kovalck seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.
Vice-Mayor Mary Ann Ferris moved to return to regular session at 8:20 pm. Councilperson Pat Kovalck seconded the motion. Motion passed by unanimous vote.  
Vice-Mayor Mary Ann Ferris moved that Council authorize our City Manager Chad Edwards and Stantec Engineer Richard Gaines to proceed with investigation of what is needed to take over the Hutchinson Water System.  Councilperson Pat Kovalck seconded. The motion passed by unanimous vote.  
Pat Kovalck moved to adjourn. Councilperson Amanda Sayers seconded the motion. Motion passed by unanimous vote.  
Meeting was adjourned at 8:25 pm.

________________________________________

Kathleen Panek, City Clerk

Date Accepted by Council: 2-15-2023
_________________________________________

Rodney Strait, Mayor

