Work Session Shinnston City Council

City Of Shinnston, West Virginia

March 28, 2022
The Work Session of the Shinnston City Council was called to order at 7:10 P.M. at the Shinnston Woman’s Club on Monday, March 28, 2022 by Mayor Pat Kovalck. Mayor Pat Kovalck, Councilpersons Bill Watson, Brian Parrish (Zoom), Rodney Strait, and Kevin Wiles were present. Vice-Mayor Andrew Kisamore and Councilperson Mary Ann Ferris were absent. Also present were City Manager Chad Edwards, Chief Jon Harbert, and City Clerk Kathleen Panek.
It was ascertained that a quorum was present.
Petition of Citizens: None
.

Executive Reports:
Mayor’s Report 3-28-22

March 9th - I attended the HCMA meeting at Clarksburg City Hall. There we heard from the WV Auditors Office on compliance with the final ruling on the ARPA funds. 

March 15th – A HCEDC meeting was held. Due to work, I was unable to attend this meeting. 

March 22nd – Congressman McKinley and his wife Mary visited Shinnston. Councilor Strait, Clerk Panek, City Manager Edwards, and myself joined our team from Black and Teal Concepts to give the congressman a tour of Shinnston. Brendan and Maria done an excellent job of making appointments with business owners. We had great conversations with McKinley while strolling Pike St.. Some of our stops included: Harmer Funeral Home, Pike Street Bikes; 3J Resale; Silly Boys LLC; The Soap Box; Homestyle; and Dale’s Daily Deals. At each shop, the congressman spoke to the business owners. McKinley shows great interest in Shinnston as this is his third visit since I have been mayor. He and his assistant Wendy also mentioned how highly Mayor Lang of Bridgeport spoke about Shinnston and our need to have a modern access point. I would like to officially acknowledge the compliments made by Mayor Lang. 

March 24th – I attended the Grand-Opening event for the new Veterans Benefit Office located in the DMV Building at 153 Main St. in Clarksburg. This will be a regional office for the VA. The event was well attended by both state and local elected officials. 

March 26th – My wife and I were happy to attend the first show at “The Soapbox”. A new venue that opened up on our Pike St.. It is a nice, clean, comfortable sized venue for all types of artists to express their art forms. Anything from live acts of music or comedy to art classes and displays will be held here. I would like to thank Brendan and Maria for supporting Shinnston and opening up a new type of business on Pike St. 

And finally, I would like to thank Vice-Mayor Kisamore for taking the bull by the horns and cleaning up the blight along Pike St. that was for many years known as the Sports Center. After years of waiting on the property owners or the city to address the situation, Kisamore took it upon himself to remedy the dangerous, and value decreasing eye sore. It is men like him that will make Shinnston a better place. Thank you to the Kisamore family for putting Shinnston first. 

City Manager
POLICE

Police K-9 Jess assisted in the location of a missing senior citizen who got lost in the woods. Sergeant Travis Layton was called for assistance on March 22nd. Sergeant Layton and Jess may well have saved this man’s life.

PUBLIC WORKS

We have installed 498 AMR meters as of 8:29am this morning. The state has been contacted about the pothole on rt. 19 and they came out and inspected it. If they do not repair it within the week, I will have public works fill it with cold patch. 

We received a price to fix the Oakwood Street drainage issue. The price will be around $30,000 and we will schedule it within the next few weeks. Otherwise, we are going to lose that part of the road. 

OFFICE AND ADMINISTRATION

The WV State Auditor’s office has approved the bid to get our audits completed. We hope to get started next month. I am working with the retirement board to make our monthly reporting easier. There is no cost to us involved and it will improve accuracy for our retirees. 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT- PARKS AND REC 

Sonia is setting up lifeguard interviews for this year’s pool season. We are contacting the owners of the Murphy Building to get something done with it. City Attorney Trey Simmerman is preparing the letter. I will provide updates on the progress. 

Chief Harbert reported the K-9 unit caught 2 alleged drug dealers last night in a multiple-agency effort. There was a sawed off shotgun in possession of a felon also.

Councilperson Strait reported the hydrants project will start after the new meters have been installed.
2022 6-Month Updates:
City Manager Edwards updated Council on the projects with projected dates of beginning/completion. Some will be possibly a few years down thew road due to funding issues.
Councilperson Wiles asked to have painting downtown curbs added to the list. Councilperson Strait asked to have a sewer plan ready to go if/when money becomes available. He also asked that a signboard be added at the trail to list the businesses in town for trail users.

2022 Street Paving: City Manager Edwards requested tabling this until next meeting for a better list. Council agreed.

2022 Pool Updates: City manager Edwards stated we are on track to open Memorial Day weekend. The slide needs repaired or replaced. Due to kids being involved, we chose to bring in a certified professional for this. 

Wind Down Wednesday will start May 18 due to the issues we have had with rain in the past but will be the first Wednesday of the month for the rest of the season. The annual Mingh Easter Egg Hunt will be April 16. Frontier days will be August 11-13, 2022. The 3rd annual Gravel Grinder Race will be September 17, 2022. And there will be a Farmers Market on the Green space with the first on May 18, 2022.

Maria Cusack is creating the new City website.

Rescue Funds Usage: We can take up to $10 million to offset City Projects. There was discussion about setting up a City Rainy-Day Fund. Mayor Kovalck asked if the Rainy-Day Fund could be invested. City Manager Edwards will check into that.

The meeting ended at 8:02 PM.
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Kathleen Panek, City Clerk

Date Accepted by Council: 4-11-2022
_________________________________________

Patrick Kovalck, Mayor

