Work Session Shinnston City Council

City Of Shinnston, West Virginia

November 1, 2022
The Work Session of the Shinnston City Council was called to order at 7:00 P.M. in City Council Chambers on Tuesday, November 1, 2022 by Mayor Rodney Strait. Mayor Rodney Strait, Vice-Mayor Mary Ann Ferris, Councilpersons Amanda Sayers, Julia Currey, Max Palmer, Patrick Kovalck, and Bill Watson were present. Also present were City Manager Chad Edwards and City Clerk Kathleen Panek.

Mayor Strait led the Pledge of Allegiance. Vice-Mayor Ferris gave the invocation. 

It was ascertained that a quorum was present.
Petition of Citizens: There were no Petitions.
.

Executive Reports:
Mayor Strait reported he attended a meeting at Fairmont State University with Governor Justice explaining why Amendment 2 should be defeated. He and Councilperson Currey met at the Park to discuss Pickleball. He and Jay Harmer drove around the Fire District and made placements for 16 hydrants. He also met the Park Board at the Park to discuss the Pickleball Courts and attended the Fright Festival at the Park October 29.
City Manager report:

City Manager Edwards reported: SEWER 

One pump at the McDonalds lift station went down. We are going to purchase a new pump for $10,746.00. We have had to replace breakers as well for $1,874.00. 

POLICE

We had another potential police officer who backed out of the position. We are still at 4 certified officers with one officer in the academy. We will be going to Indeed again to search for more potentials. Right now, a lot of departments are having a difficult time recruiting.

PUBLIC WORKS

The sidewalk project is going forward. We had some drainage issues with Ace Hardware’s parking lot which the DOH is addressing by inserting a storm drain to the side of the parking lot.  

OFFICE AND ADMINISTRATION

Executive assistant Tori Drainer started today. Tori comes from the Town of Lumberport and already has over a year worth of experience in city government. She will be at our regular meeting on November 14th. 

The office staff had another training on October 27th for the new billing system with the AMRs. We should be completely up and running soon. 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT- PARKS AND REC 

This past weekend we had a good turnout at the park for the SDA/Park Board’s Halloween event. We had a haunted house and haunted trail and a few movies. A big thank you to Dr. Andrew Minigh for bringing his projector, screen, and popcorn machine.
I asked Cyndi Lane to get us a list from the assessor’s office of properties in Shinnston that are up for tax sales. We got some good news from them. Tax sales ended today and the auditor’s office is implementing the new plan of offering properties to counties and cities before selling them to the public. They also plan to keep a list of repeat offenders- entities buying dilapidated buildings for tax write-offs who do not rehabilitate or maintain the properties. 

We are condemning the property on 302 Hood Avenue. We will have 45 days to demolish it and I will be working with public works director Chris Jaggie in the coming weeks to determine our best course of action. 1

Councilperson Kovalck explained the Short Term Rental Ordinance. There was a discussion of the taxation portion.
City Manager Edwards told Council the insurance company denied the claim for the repairs on the Police station building. He told Council we need a new building – we need to replace both the Administration Building and the Police Building. There was discussion on what to do, how to fix. The issue is to be put on the November work Session with more information. A Committee will be formed at the next meeting.
Mayor Strait said we have identified 16 places for hydrants to be place in the City, Saltwell Road, and Enterprise.  Placement will be determined by placement of waterlines. Public works Supervisor Chris Jaggie is looking into repairing some and placing the 16 new hydrants spread out over a year. Mayor Strait is working with Fire Chief Lindsey for the order of replacement.

City Manager Edwards said the Municipal League did a survey of salaries throughout the State. He said Shinnston is in good shape regarding salaries. We are about average.
City Manager Edwards said the Sanitary Board will meet November 10 about the Plant expansion and Terracotta Sewer line replacement. He will bring plans to Council at the next meeting.

Mayor Strait reported he had 2 people interested in serving on the Land Reuse Commission.
There was discussion about where to put the Dog Park. Vice-mayor Ferris said the AARP Grants submission opens in January and ends in March. Grants are awarded for up to $10.000.00. Councilperson Currey updated Council about Pickleball Courts. She has contacts for the building and promotion of the Pickleball Courts. Councilperson Sayers will investigate locations for the Dog Park.

Council went into Executive session for reason of Property.
Meeting ended at 8:55 PM.
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Kathleen Panek, City Clerk

Date Accepted by Council: 12-12-2022
_________________________________________

Rodney Strait, Mayor

