Regular City Council Meeting

City Of Shinnston, West Virginia

May 13, 2019
The Regular Meeting of the Shinnston City Council was called to order at 7:00 P.M. in Council Chambers on Monday, May 13, 2019 by Mayor Pat Kovalck. Mayor Pat Kovalck, Vice-Mayor Bill Watson, Councilpersons Maxine Weser, Andrew Kisamore, Mary Ann Ferris, Brian Parrish, and Kevin Wiles were present. Mayor Kovalck led the Pledge of Allegiance Councilperson Ferris gave the Invocation. Also present were City Manager Chad Edwards and City Clerk Kathleen Panek.

It was ascertained that a quorum was present.

Petition of Citizens:

Robin Righter, 76 Walnut Street, Shinnston spoke to Council about an alley by the Little League Field requesting a 5 MPH speed limit sign on that alley. She also requested the City post Little League Tournaments on June 18 and she believes, July 22 (she will verify).

Lou Belcastro, 28 Central Avenue, Lumberport requested the Bocce Courts be named the Willard West Bocce Center.

Joe Edgell, 85 Walnut Street, Shinnston asked the City to do something about the bad drainage and potholes on Walnut Street.
Vice-Mayor Watson made a motion to accept the Minutes of: Regular Meeting 4-8, 2019; Public Hearing 4-16-2019; Special Resumed Meeting of March 25, 2019 – 4-16-2019; Work session 4-16-2019 with correction. Councilperson Parrish seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Executive reports:

City Manager Report: 

WATER

Both new pumps have arrived. We installed the pump ordered from Davis Electric. The other pump will be placed in storage. Chief Operator Scott Aldridge and I will create a maintenance schedule to ensure the stored pump is properly worked while in storage. 

WASTEWATER

Total Flow= 10,076,200 Gallons
Average Flow= 325,039 GPD

Highest daily flow = 620,800 Gallons; the 1st
Lowest daily flow= 200,800 Gallons; the 27th
POLICE
Chief Harbert, Leslie Jaggie and I met with a representative from the Division of Justice and Community Assistant Grant (JAG) to discuss the PRO position.
Officer Colton Travis has submitted his resignation. Chief Harbert is scheduling accordingly. There will be overtime in the police department until the position is filled. 

Citations: 43

Arrests: 12

Reports: 32

Other: 7 alarm responses, 187 premise exams, 19 investigations, 127 calls for service


PUBLIC WORKS

We are going to start keeping track of mileage in all city vehicles. The odometers will be logged at the beginning and end of each shift. 
We borrowed a camera from Fairmont to track the needed line repair in Bowman Alley. Public Works Director Matthew Maxwell is preparing a map of the lines and determining how much pipe we’ll need to replace. Close to 100 feet will need to be replaced. 

I will be meeting with a Mon Power representative to discuss better lighting options on State Route 19 coming through downtown. 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

Kayleigh Kyle started April 1st, 2019. She will be working on planning events, assisting with unfinished grants, handling the parks and recreation finances and planning for future events. 
So far: 

All open grants have been compiled. We are waiting on communication from DOH for more details and creating an action plan to move forward and close out anything that is outstanding.

We are working with RMA to create an enticing and affordable lineup for Frontier Days.

We have food confirmed for May's WDW and are working on confirming other acts and vendors for the following months. We are working on selling advertising spaces on banners and signs to cover the majority of monthly costs.

The arts and crafts festival is almost sold out. We are down to 8 spots remaining, which we expect to yield a profit of almost $100 from registration fees. We are exploring the possibility of increasing the fee next year and open both an outdoor and indoor venue.

The large pavilion is booked almost every Saturday May-August. We need to explore the possibility for rate increases to help fund park maintenance.

We are planning a Pool Grand Opening for May 25th. There will be a Meet and Greet with city police and more, TBD.

ADMINISTRATION

The new city building/water room hours are 8:00AM to 4:00PM. City employees have been working through their unpaid lunches. They now have a paid half-hour lunch so that they can always be on call. This includes Cynthia Lane in the water room. Office Manager Carla Hinerman and I have decided that based on the amount of traffic we have in the office that closing at 4:00 is more customer friendly than opening later or closing for a half an hour in the middle of the day.
We had a department meeting on April. The main topic of discussion was preparing to open the pool.

Public Works: Clean outside pool area, get mechanical equipment ready and paint pool.

Water/Wastewater: Prepare for water production and disposal

Police: Provide extra patrol and surveillance during park and pool operating hours

Economic Development: Promote and schedule events. Work on maximizing income levels to promote more events. 

My pool operator class in Morgantown was cancelled due to lack of participants. I have rescheduled for the class in Charleston, last week of April.

Kayleigh, Leslie, and I will attending a grant writing workshop May 1-May 3rd in Charleston. 

Mayor’s Report: Mayor Kovalck reported SDA met and looked at Councilperson Kisamore’s proposal.  He spoke to the Lion’s Club about the sign on Saltwell. He thanked Debra Herndon and Kathleen Panek for cleaning up the Shinnston sign at the northern City Limits. The Boy Scouts cleaned up litter by Big Elm. Big Elm Days is the end of May. The pool is a priority and will open May 25. Wednesday was the first Wind Down Wednesday and it was a success. 
Councilperson Kisamore made a presentation of his idea for a Marketing Campaign ShINnston. His thought is to use Social Media, brick & mortar (businesses), billboards (the 2 at the south end of town), and coupons to businesses to promote Shinnston.
Stantec Report: Stantec Report: Contractor has completed all the proposed installation of 12” pipe and is currently pressure testing the final sections of waterline. Once pressure test are complete, contractor will pull Bac-T samples. Once they are complete and found acceptable, the contractor will install the remaining cut and plugs and tie-ins to get the new line in service. It is expected that the new line will be completely in service by end of the month. Once the new line is in service, the contractor will then go through the project area and clean up yards, fix driveways and complete road repairs. Stantec has been preparing a Punch List and will present to contractor once they submit for Substantial Completion. The contractor expects to submit substantial completion by the end of this month.
There was a discussion of annexation of the Lincoln Apartments. It will require a petition circulated to the residents of Lincoln Apartments requesting annexation. Mayor Kovalck spoke about the need to speak to businesses and residents to square up the City boundaries. Cook Brothers and the new owners of the Jarrett property want to be in city Limits.

There was a discussion of methods to get citizens notified about signing up for the WENS system used by Harrison County Emergency System.

Mayor Kovalck read the Resolution of Peace Officer Memorial Day::

WHEREAS, the Congress and the President of the United States have designated the day of May 15th as Peace Officers Memorial Day and the week of which it falls as National Police Week; and

WHEREAS, the members of the Shinnston Police Department play a vital role in safeguarding the rights and freedoms of the citizens of Shinnston; and

WHEREAS, it is important that all citizens know and understand the duties and responsibilities of their police department; and
WHEREAS, the police department of the City of Shinnston is a skilled and professional law enforcement agency which is consistently providing a valuable public service;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Patrick Kovalck, Mayor of the City of Shinnston, call upon all of the citizens of the City of Shinnston to observe the week of May 6th to May 16th by commemorating police officers past and present, who by their faithful and loyal devotion their responsibilities have rendered a dedicated a service to their communities.

I FURTHER call upon all citizens of Shinnston to Observe Wednesday, May 15, 2019 as Peace Officers Memorial Day in honor of those peace officers who, through their courageous deeds, have lost their lives or have been disabled in the performance of Duty.

Dated this 11th day of May 2019

(Duly signed by Mayor Kovalck and attested by City Clerk)

Councilperson Parrish made a motion to read the Ordinance by Title only. Vice-Mayor Watson seconded. Motion passed with six members of Council voted Aye. Councilperson Weser voted Nay, saying it should be read in its entirety. Mayor Kovalck obliged, reading:
ORDINANCE NO.



AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SHINNSTON TO AMEND ARTICLE 753.02 OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF SHINNSTON, TO INCREASE THE POLICE AND STREET SERVICE FEES 

WHEREAS, West Virginia Code section 8-13-13 grants municipalities that furnish essential services, including the maintenance and improvement of the public rights-of-way and the provision of police protection services, the plenary power and authority to provide for the installation, continuance, maintenance or improvement of the services, to make reasonable regulations of the services, and to impose by ordinance upon the users of the services reasonable rates, fees and charges to be collected in the manner specified in Article 753 of the Shinnston Municipal Code;

WHEREAS, the improvement and maintenance of the public rights-of-way is an essential municipal service provided by the City which is necessary to ensure public health, safety, and welfare; 

WHEREAS, the provision of police protection services is likewise an essential municipal service provided by the City which is necessary to promote ensure public health, safety, and welfare; 

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the City, its residents, and the users of these essential services to impose the service fee to appropriately fund the services; and 

WHEREAS, the fee established by this ordinance is designed to bear a direct and reasonable relationship to the actual services provided in exchange for the fee. 


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SHINNSTON, WEST VIRGINIA: 

SECTION 1. AMENDMENT OF ARTICLE 753.02


THERE IS HEREBY AMENDED AND RECREATED ARTICLE 753.02, WHICH SHALL BE AS FOLLOWS: 


753.02
CHARGES AND FEES

 (a) 
A monthly municipal service fee of twenty dollars fifteen dollars ($15.00 $20.00) shall be imposed or levied for each family unit for the service and facilities of the Fire and Police Departments of the City and for the maintenance and repair of any and all streets, sidewalks and alleys within the corporate limits of the City, such charge to be paid by the occupants or persons occupying each such family unit, or if unoccupied, then the charge to be paid by the titled owner of such unit.

(b) 
A monthly service fee of twenty two dollars seventeen dollars ($17.00 $22.00) shall be imposed and levied for every mercantile unit, for the use of the services and facilities of the City Fire and Police Departments and for the repair and maintenance of any and all streets, alleys, and sidewalks within the corporate boundaries of the City, and such charge shall be paid by the occupants of each mercantile unit or, if unoccupied, the charges are to be paid by the owner of such mercantile unit. 

(c) 
Such monthly charges shall be due and payable at the same times and in the same manner as charges for water sold and furnished by the City to its water customers.

(d)
 Of each Municipal service fee collected, seven dollars ($7.00) per month per family unit and eight dollars ($8.00) per month per mercantile unit, less the Fire Department’s prorate share of the cost of billing, such billing cost including the cost of postage and collection, shall be credited to the Fire Department and from the fund so created, the Fire Department shall be responsible for paying its own fuel. The remainder of the monthly Municipal service fee collected by the City from its family units, owners of family units, mercantile units, or owners of mercantile units shall be apportioned by Council for use by the Police Department and for the maintenance and repair of streets, alleys and sidewalks within the corporate limits.

(e) 
The Fire Department shall file with the City Manager an annual statement of income and disbursements generated from the Fire Service Fee.  The statement will be prepared by a Certified Public Accountant.  The Fire Department shall keep all books and records associated with the Fire Service Fee in accordance with generally accepted accounting practices.  Such records will be open to inspection by the City Manager and his or her duly authorized agent at all reasonable times.  The City Manager may cause, at the City’s expense, an audit of the Fire Service Fee account to be performed at any time. 

After some discussion, Councilperson Wiles made a motion to Table. Councilperson Ferris seconded.  Motion passed with Aye votes from Councilpersons Weser, Ferris, Wiles, and Kisamore and Nay votes from Mayor Kovalck, Vice-Mayor Watson, and Councilperson Parrish. It is to be put on the Agenda for the Work session.
City-wide Clean-up: Community Development Coordinator Kyle stated we are thinking about doing a contest of citizens beautifying their property. They would take before and after photos of the property to compete for a prize. It would be judged by a panel of judges. There would also be a People’s Choice Award. Vice—Mayor Watson suggested a category for kids. This will take place in the Fall. It is believed a large dumpster can be rented for about $700 for a week.
Mayor Kovalck made a motion to spend $250 for prizes if a sponsor can be found for another $250. Councilperson Kisamore seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

City Manager Edwards contacted Mon Power about more lights on Pike Street. He was told more lights would not alleviate the problem, brighter bulbs would. They will install brighter lights at a cost of $2.00 per month for the 18 lights in question. Councilperson Wiles pointed out that there are 3 lights on the bridge that are out – they belong to WVDOH. 
Councilperson Parrish made a motion to allow the City Manager to enter into an agreement with Mon Power @ $36.00 per month for brighter street lights. Vice-Mayor Watson seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Mayor Kovalck made a motion to accept the bids of: $27,000 for the Murphy building; $1200 for the property at 98 Walnut Street; $500.00 for the property at 91 Walnut Street; $5050.00 for the property at 583 South Pike Street; $3100.00 for the property at 585 South Pike Street. Vice-Mayor Watson seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

City Manager Edwards has suggested the hiring of temporary workers to do the meter reading until the City can get funds for the Automatic Meter Reading System. Currently we have 3 men reading meters for 2-weeks every month. The temp workers would allow our staff to perform other duties and the City would not be paying benefits in addition to wages. After some discussion, Councilperson Parrish made a motion to Table. Councilperson Wiles seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote. 
Vice-Mayor Watson made a motion to authorize the City Manager to get bids for paving with milling. Councilperson Parrish seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Vice=Mayor Watson requested Mayor Kovalck be added to the check signing authorization as it is sometimes difficult to get 2 signers available. Councilperson Parrish made a motion to authorize Mayor Kovalck as a signatory on City checks. Councilperson Kisamore seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Councilperson Parrish made a motion to go into Executive Session for reason of Legal and Personnel. Councilperson Wiles seconded/ Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Councilperson Kisamore made a motion to return to Regular Session.. Councilperson Wiles seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.
Councilperson Wiles made a motion to adjourn. Councilperson Kisamore seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Meeting adjourned at 8:35 P.M.
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Kathleen Panek, City Clerk

Date Accepted by Council:  06-10-2019
______________________________

Patrick Kovalck, Mayor

