Regular City Council Meeting

City Of Shinnston, West Virginia

April 11, 2022 
WOMAN’S CLUB 28 BRIDGE STREET

7:00 PM
OR VIA ZOOM 

Join Zoom Meeting

https://zoom.us/j/98273000830
Meeting ID: 982 7300 0830

+19294362866,,98273000830# US 

The Regular Meeting of the Shinnston City Council was called to order at 7:00 P.M. at Shinnston Woman’s Club on Monday, April 11, 2022 by Mayor Pat Kovalck. Mayor Pat Kovalck, Vice-Mayor Andrew Kisamore. Councilpersons Bill Watson, Rodney Strait, Mary Ann Ferris, and Kevin Wiles were present. Councilperson Brian Parrish was absent. Mayor Kovalck led the Pledge of Allegiance. Councilperson Ferris gave the Invocation. Also present were City Manager Chad Edwards and City Clerk Kathleen Panek.

It was ascertained that a quorum was present.

Petition of Citizens: There were no Petitions.
Amy Wilson, Executive director of Harrison County Economic Development Corporation made a presentation to Council of the work being done by the Harrison County Economic Development Corporation. She showed $250,000,000 of visible projects in Harrison County. They work with companies to locate sites for coming in to Harrison County or for expansion. They market Harrison County to bring in businesses. They also work with Work Force Development.
Companies need more than just a location when they are looking at an area. The HCEDC needs information from Shinnston about housing, available buildings, and available land.
They have found that people from 17 counties drive to Harrison County for work/ 17 International companies are located in Harrison County.

Mayor Kovalck stated he wants to see more housing and housing developments in Shinnston. There was a discussion with Ms. Wilson and the Council about economic development.

Mayor Kovalck moved to accept the Minutes of Regular session 3-14-2022; Special Meeting 3-28-2022; Work session 3-28-2022 as presented. Vice-Mayor Kisamore seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Executive Reports:

Mayor Kovalck: Thanked retiring Shinnston Volunteer Fire Chief Oliveto for his service to Shinnston. He stated the Board of the Shinnston Volunteer Fire Department appointed Donnie Lindsey as Chief. 

He and City Manager Edwards attended the retirement party for Deputy-Chief Bobby Ryan who retired from the Shinnston Police Department on a medical retirement. On April 9 they met with Greater Harrison PSD about an agreement in writing regarding Shinnston providing services to their sewer system.. He also received a complaint that rain from the Murphy Building roof is about to block the entrance to the apartments behind it.
He attended the Fearless Fools show at the Soap Box.

City Manager:

WATER

43,754,000 gallons of water pumped in March.

Both pumps at the intake are up and running.

SEWER

Rain= 3.6-inches

Total Flow = 15,88,800-gallons

Average Flow = 486,700-gpd

Highest Daily flow = 789,900-gallons the 9th

Lowest Daily Flow = 332,900-gallons the 30th

Total RAS = 2,305,674-gallons

Average RAS = 74,377-gpd

Sludge Wasted to the Digester = 9223-gallons

Water Decanted from the Digester = 28,183-gallons

Sludge through the Belt Press = 19,963-gallons

Sludge hauled to Meadowfill Landfill = 5.17-tons

The sanitary board met to discuss a future wastewater project. Based on the information received from Bruce McDaniel, we will have to expand our sewer to meet our current needs to remain in compliance. We will also need more capacity to bring in some of the areas Greater Harrison is wanting to service. The project will also include an I&I plan and a plan to replace terra cotta sewer lines and upgrade lift stations. The total cost of the project will total around $15 million. 

We had a major sewer leak off of East Shinnston this past week. We hired a contractor due to the depth of the line. We have also have had to do some major lift station repairs in East Shinnston. 

POLICE

Traffic: 

Citations- 20

Warnings- 25

Arrests:

Felony- 6

Misdemeanor- 13

DUI- 1

Domestic- 4

Reports- 24

Vehicle Accidents- 4

Alarm Response- 1

Premise Checks- 557

Calls for Service- 75

K-9 Deployments- 9

PUBLIC WORKS

Water Leaks- 21

Sewer leaks- 0

Water Taps- 1

Sewer Taps- 1

Meter Reading 7 Days

As of 04/11/22 733 AMR meters have been installed.

OFFICE AND ADMINISTRATION

Work Orders- 72

Business Licenses- 6

Water Bills- 2447

B&O Mailouts- 348

Terminations Mailed Out- 164

Shut-offs- 9

Phone calls- 220

Walk-Ins- 75

14 Books have been entered into the new AMR system. As of 04/11/22 733 AMR meters have been installed.

PARKS AND RECREATION

Sonia and I met with the principal of Big Elm this morning. Big Elm Days will be starting back up this spring. We will supply the bouncy houses for one day for the younger children. The school will provide everything else. 

Sonia completed Pool Operator training and is now certified. She has completed interviewing lifeguards and concession workers. The lifeguard count is lower than Sonia would like and the concession workers higher. She is going to ask some of the potential concession workers to consider being lifeguards.  

There will be a golf scramble at the Apple Valley Country Club on May 21st at 9AM. All proceeds will go toward Parks and Recreation. 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

City attorney Trey Simmerman has sent a letter to Babajon Investments giving them until April 27th to respond.

SDA will be meeting on Wednesday at the Soap Box at 6:30pm.                                                                                                                                                   

Council discussed the Greater Harrison PSD sewer possibilities. Stantec engineer Richard Gaines stated: Mayor Kovalck indicated in his Mayors report that the Sanitary Board met on April 7th and discussed a need to upgrade the sanitary sewer system.  The Mayor said representatives from the Greater Harrison County PSD (GHPSD) were present at the meeting.  For Shinnston to agree to accept any flow from a potential GHPSD project the system would need to be upgraded and they would need to pay their proportionate share.  The GHPSD said they would discuss at their next board meeting but was sure they would want to move forward.  Ultimately a Memorandum of Understanding between GHPSD and City of Shinnston will need to be created to give Shinnston any confidence to move forward with a plant expansion that include the GHPSD proposed flows.

City Manager Chad Edwards expanded the conversation in his report and indicated the current sewer plant is not large enough to meet the current capacity and this is an opportunity to leverage expansion with flows from GHPSD and that would help pay for a portion of the upgrade.  He said increasing the plant capacity is one of three pieces of what he would like to see in a future project.  The first item is to complete a (Inflow and Infiltration (I&I) study to determine where the major improvements are needed. An additional step is to upgrade portions of the existing collection system to remove I&I in the system.  The conceptual estimated cost for discussion is $15M for an upgrade to the WWTP, studies and collection system upgrades. 

The mayor asked the City Manager to provide a list of all proposed projects for next meeting to see what commitments have already been made.

Councilperson Ferris moved to read by Title Only. Councilperson Watson seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote. Mayor Kovalck read the Title of the Fair Housing Resolution.
Councilperson Ferris moved to adopt the Fair Housing Resolution. Councilperson Watson seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.
Councilperson Ferris moved to approve City Manager Edwards to use the second round of ARPA Funds to replace lost revenue. Councilperson Strait seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Councilperson Ferris read the Resolution in support of the People and Cities of the Ukraine. She read:
WHEREAS, More than 300,000 Ukrainians called for independence from the Soviet Union and formed a human chain between two cities in January 1990; and,
WHEREAS, In December 1991, more than 90 percent of Ukraine’s citizens voted in support of independence from the Soviet Union, the first step in establishing a democratic nation; and,
WHEREAS, Since 2015, Russia has failed to live up to the Minsk Agreements and during the past year conducted a large-scale military build-up around Ukraine; and,
WHEREAS, On February 24, 2022, Russian forces launched an unprovoked, full-scale invasion of a peaceful, independent country, Ukraine; and,
WHEREAS, Many nations, including the United States and its European allies, have condemned in the strongest language this horrifying attack and outright war of aggression om Ukraine and its citizens in an attempt to overthrow the democracy and occupy Ukraine; and,
WHEREAS, Sanctions have been levied against Russia and its government in response to this attack, with calls for an immediate cease-fire and withdrawal, yet Russia’s invasion continues; and,

WHEREAS, The City of Shinnston joins with other communities, with the United States and with other peace-loving and democratic nations throughout the world in condemning this Putin-led attack on Ukraine and its people, institutions, infrastructure and democracy; and,

WHEREAS, Our Hearts go out to the innocent victims of this unfounded and unnecessary war, including the families and children who have been killed and injured or who are fleeing their homeland of Ukraine to escape Russia’s unprovoked attack;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the city of Shinnston stands with the Ukrainian people and its government in opposing Vladimir Putin’s invasion and war against this democratic nation and expresses profound support for Ukraine at this difficult time, while calling upon Russia to halt tis deadly and unconscionable aggression against a peaceful neighbor.
She requested changing the words Vladimir Putin to Russia.

Councilperson Ferris moved to adopt, with corrections, the Resolution of Support. Councilperson Watson seconded. Motion passed with unanimous vote.

There was a discussion of the Water and Sewer Budgets. Councilperson Ferris moved to adopt the 2022-2023 Water and Sewer Budgets. Councilperson Strait seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote. 

Councilperson Ferris moved to accept the 2022-2023 Excess Levy and Coal Severance Budgets as presented. Councilperson Watson seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote. 

Mayor Kovalck moved to adjourn. Councilperson Strait seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Meeting adjourned at 8:15 P.M.
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Kathleen Panek, City Clerk

Date Accepted by Council: 5-11-2022
_________________________________________

Patrick Kovalck, Mayor

