Regular City Council Meeting

City Of Shinnston, West Virginia

November 14, 2022 
City Council Chambers
7:00 PM
Mayor Strait led the Pledge of Allegiance. Vice-Mayor Ferris gave the Invocation.
The Regular Meeting of the Shinnston City Council was called to order at 7:03 P.M. in City Council Chambers on Monday, November 14, 2022 by Mayor Rodney Strait. Mayor Rodney Strait, Vice-Mayor Mary Ann Ferris, Councilpersons Amanda Sayers, Julia Currey, Max Palmer, Patrick Kovalck, and Bill Watson were present. Also present were City Manager Chad Edwards and City Clerk Kathleen Panek.

It was ascertained that a quorum was present.

Petition of Citizens: Joyce Miker, 2059 Hood Avenue, Shinnston spoke about an aquatic center she wants the City of Shinnston to build.
James Loretta, 7079 Shinnston Pike, Shinnston told Council his father-in-law was promised sewer service and it is not there yet. He asked the City to give them the sewer service that had been promised.

 Vice-Mayor Ferris moved to accept the Minutes of 10-11-2022 and 11-01-2022 as presented. Councilperson Kovalck seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.                         
Executive reports: Mayor Strait reported:

Chad Edwards, Tori Drainer and I attended a meeting at the Clarksburg Water Board on November 4, 2022. The purpose of the meeting was lead and lead pipes in the Clarksburg water system.  There is no lead in the water itself, only in the lead service lines.  Clarksburg Water Board will be replacing 58,000 feet of service lines in the city and main lines.  The total cost of this project to be 90 million dollars over a five to six year period.  This project will be done in three phases.  Clarksburg Water Board is presently adding 36% phosphoric acid at the rate of 4 parts per billion.  This is a food grade chemical, the same ingredients as found in soda pop.  The purpose is to coat the lines so that lead does not leach into the water system.  This is being done under the direction of the US Environmental Protection Agency and the Dept. and Health and Human Resources Bureau for Public Safety.  

This will be done to implement corrosion and control measures in the short term.  This project is mandated for the Clarksburg Water Department to start a better relationship with re-sale customers.  Shinnston does buy some water from Clarksburg.

The Board is starting a program of flushing the water system twice a year and are draining their tanks and refilling them every August to keep fresh water in them.   Also are flushing every hydrant in the system twice a year, flowing hydrants until they reach a certain residue pressure.

The Clarksburg Water Board has already spent 1 million dollars on bottled water, filters and testing.  They have upgraded their testing equipment and have offered to do testing for re-sale customers.  Therefore saving the City of Shinnston money on water testing.  Thru this process we will have to test our water regularly and all re-sale customers will do the same to comply with the EPA.  The City of Shinnston had no lead no lead service lines and we have no lead in the system.  The City has tested regularly and has found no lead in the water.  

 The City of Clarksburg has mandated to compile an inventory of all service lines in the city.  Shinnston's Exec. Asst. Tori Drainer has started compiling an inventory of Shinnston's water system.  

Thursday, November 10 I attended a Sanitation Board meeting.  Discussion was held on a new sewer plant update.  Also talked about funding and engineering for the new plant.  Discussion was held on how to get excessive water out of the existing system, mainly from down spouts from residential houses.  Also discussed how the city has grown in the past five years and the age of the present sanitation plant.  The State EPA is constantly changing regulations making it harder for the current plant to comply with said regulations.  Discussion was held concerning bringing outside residents into our system.

Chad Edwards and I participated in the Shinnston Veterans Day parade and attended a luncheon at the American Legion following the parade.

City Manager: City Manager Edwards reported: 
WATER

Clarksburg is raising their water rates. The proposed increased rates will go into effect upon the second reading and following a public hearing on Tuesday, November 29, 2022.

The proposed rate increases will change the rate per 1,000 gallons of water provided by the Water Board to your utility from $3.13 to $3.57 (Phase I) and from $3.57 to $3.72 (Phase II).  This increase is necessary because of increased production costs to the Water Board.

PUBLIC WORKS

Our snow plow was in the shop during our first snow accumulation. It is back and Chris says it is in full working order. 

OFFICE AND ADMINISTRATION

On Wednesday we will be attending a luncheon with newly elected state senator Ben Queen in Bridgeport to discuss legislative priorities. Carla and Tori are meeting with another uniform company to see if we can get a better deal. We are meeting with the DOH on Monday December 5th to discuss crosswalks, flashing lights at the school, and lighting in town. An engineer is supposed to be contacting me about getting the pole installed at the trailhead and getting electric to it. 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT- PARKS AND REC 

There will be a ribbon cutting on Friday, December 9th at 11:00am at the Press which is the old Shinnston News building. And reminder: the Christmas parade is this Saturday at 6:00pm. 
Executive Assistant Tori Drainer explained the survey she is doing with water customers. 

After some discussion of Land Bank Members, Vice-Mayor Ferris moved to Table. Councilperson Watson seconded. Motion passed ny unanimous vote.
Council appointed councilpersons Kovalck, Sayers and Watson, City Manager Edwards, and Executive Assistant Drainer as the working group for the new City Building.
City Manager Edwards explained the recommendation of the Sanitary Board list for the Sewer Plant, asking Council to approve moving forward with it. Councilperson Kovalck moved to authorize the City and the Sanitary Board to move forward with the Sanitary Board’s recommendation for a Citywide sewer project. Councilperson Watson seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote. 
Councilperson Sayers had been tasked with searching for locations for a City Dog Park. She reported she had identified 2 locations as possibilities: the West side end of the Veterans Memorial Bridge and where we are tearing down houses by the Kittle League field. She studied dog parks in other cities and determined what will be needed: water and fencing among other amenities. Vice-Mayor Ferris moved to authorize the City Manager to move forward with creating a dog park. Councilperson Currey seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Vice-Mayor Ferris moved to authorize the City Manager to move forward with the plans and requirements to create the Pickleball Courts. Councilperson Currey seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.
City Manager asked Council permission to add Executive Assistant Drainer to the City bank accounts. Councilperson Kovalck told Council he believes one of the signers on checks must be a Councilperson as a check and balance. Vice-Mayor Ferris moved to authorize Tori Drainer to sign checks. Councilperson currey seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

City Manager requested Council to authorize a one-time increase of the employee medical reimbursement from $150 to $300. Vice-Mayor Ferris moved to authorize an increase in medical reimbursements from $150 to $300 for full-time employees this year using ARPA funds. Councilperson Kovalck seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.
Council recognized former Councilperson/Vice-Mayor Robert Burnett, now a member of the Sanitary Board who was in attendance at this meeting.

Mayor Strait requested Council to start working on their Goals for 2023. He also stated there will be an employee lunch Friday at the Woman’s Club at 11:30.

Vice-Mayor Ferris moved to adjourn. Councilperson Currey seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:11 PM.
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Kathleen Panek, City Clerk

Date Accepted by Council: 12-12-2022
_________________________________________

Rodney Strait, Mayor

